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Richard Steigmann-Gall

Christianity and the Nazi Movement:
A Response

When I first began to research on the topic of nazi conceptions of Christianity,
I understood the revisionist potential of my findings. The archives brought
forth some surprising discoveries, which I knew would probably be taken as
controversial by many, and which would elicit strong counterarguments.
Reviews in the scholarly and popular press have so far ranged from laudatory
— with many applauding the book as a corrective to long-held conventions —
to disdainful, with the majority to date falling much closer to the former end
of the continuum. Positive reviews can be found both in secular and Christian
periodicals, some of them written by self-described Christians of both liberal
and conservative orientations. There has also been a lively debate on various
internet websites, many of which attempt to use the book, either negatively or
positively, to forward a particular cultural, social or political agenda, and
some of which seriously misrepresent my own arguments while making theirs.
Colleagues and friends both in and out of the historical profession had antici-
pated that some of the reactions both within the academic community and at
large would be less dispassionate than others. And indeed, much of the discus-
sion which the book has generated reveals a clear emotional attachment to the
subject — among those who praise the book, certainly, but also among those
who condemn it.

On that continuum of critical response to my work, it is safe to say that the
four critics I have been asked to respond to in this symposium easily represent
the new extreme of the negative end. To varying degrees they challenge both
my arguments and my findings. They take issue with my methodology, point-
ing to what they believe are fundamental mistakes, egregious errors, and fatal
shortcomings. They accuse me of tendentiousness and a lack of originality, of
a refusal to explore countervailing evidence or to acknowledge work prior to
my own. It is suggested that in my effort to turn a blind eye to inconvenient
realities, I selectively pick through the quote mines of history. By turns various
aspects of my book are described as ‘afflicted’, ‘crass’, ‘astonishing’, ‘conde-
scending’, ‘deficient’ and ‘ridiculous’. What they see as lapses are speculatively
explained — by one of them with a foray into psychoanalysis — as deliberate
oversight, wilful ignorance, or unhealthy fixation. Reading these criticisms, it
might appear that the condemnations are simply insurmountable. However,
what appear to be comprehensive and authoritative critiques of my book are
too often, upon closer inspection, a series of misinterpretations, efforts to erect
straw men, and, with disturbing frequency, distortions and fabrications. In
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